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Local Identity in Contemporary Japanese Society:
Modern Times and Local Culture of ‘Historic Town’ Ishioka

Hyeon Jeong, Kim (Tsukuba University)

This paper examines the significance of local identity in contemporary Japanese
society by dealing with the case of Ishioka city. This city situated in the middle of
Ibaraki prefecture has been selected as the Historic Town of Ibaraki in 1983. This
study discusses why Ishioka people try to emphasize on local HISTORY and
CULTURE as explaining about Ishioka by analyzing what and how they talk about

related to it.
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INDONESIAN WORKERS in JAPAN:
A Social Profile and Study of Survival Strategy

Eko Sasongko Priyadi (Sophia University)

In this paper, I would like to describe on the social profile of Indonesian
workers in Japan, which is divided into two types, documented workers and
undocumented workers. The documented workers are Indonesians who came to
Japan to “work” with valid documents. I focused on Indonesians who have been
dispatched by the IMM-Japan as “trainees” to represent documented workers.

Another category of workers, I called undocumented workers. I used the
term of undocumented workers to categorize Indonesians who work “illegally”
without being supported by required documents. On many papers, terms such
as “irregular workers”, “unregistered workers” are used to discuss workers who
work illegally. 1 would like to be more polite and softer term, with using
undocumented concept.

In order to survive and getting "success" in Japan for several years, both
the "trainees" and the undocumented workers adopt several strategies. Several
strategies, which were created both workers, are building social network,
working overtime, starting small business, building mutual trust, mutual
assistant and growing solidarity spirit among them.

Even though both workers create several strategies, basically, the
purposes of both are different. The undocumented workers created survival
strategies to avoid investigation by the Immigration Bureau and the Japan Police
regarding their status as illegal. While, the documented workers had to make
strategies to increase their monthly wages in order to able send money to their
family in Indonesia.

Although they came to Japan as “menial” laborers, both workers have “assisted”
two countries both for Indonesia as sending country and for Japan as receiving

&

country. For Indonesia, their decision to “work” abroad could assist the
Indonesian government to decrease the number of the jobless. For the Japanese
government, the both workers kept the small and medium-size Japanese
companies from lack of cheap laborers, menial workers and avoid many of small

and medium-size companies from collapse and bankruptcies.
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